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Year 12 Examination Information for learners, 
Parents and Carers March 2021

As you are aware, learners in Wales will not sit examinations this summer.  Instead they 
will receive Centre Determined Grades from their school/college.  This booklet contains 
information outlining how each qualification will be assessed at CCYD.  Please be reassured 
we fully intend to support all learners to reach their potential.  

If you have any queries please email catherine.pope@ccyd.org.uk.

CCYD aspires to empower our community to be collaborative, resilient and reflective 
individuals who have the self-confidence to embrace challenge.



Parents / Carers / Learners Information for
Centre Determined Grades (CDGs)

Week Commencing
22nd March

Subject Policies and Centre Policy completed. Signed off by Chair of Governors 
and submitted to WJEC.

26th March Assessment frameworks / timelines sent to all learners / Parents / Carers

12th April WJEC provides feedback to CCYD on our policy, 
policy shared with all stakeholders

15th March - 
28th May Face to Face teaching and completion of subject assessements

23rd April Interim CDGs shared with learners / Parents / Carers 
(Data Drop 3)

14th June -
2nd July Submission window for CDGs

21st June - 
12th July WJEC Quality Assurance process and overall outcomes

22nd June Provisional CDGs shared with learners / Parents / Carers
( By 25th June)

22nd - 24th June Stage 1 - Appeals Window

10th August AS and A Level Results

10th August -
7th September

(Stage 2)
AS and A Level appeals windows to WJEC

12th August GCSE RESULTS

24th August -
21st September

(Stage 2)
GCSE Appeals Window 



AS Level English Literature

Centre Determined Grades for AS/A2 will be based on adapted WJEC past papers and 
coursework. All Assessment Objectives will be covered by the evidence tasks. These tasks 
will be signposted in advance. All tasks will be completed independently during timetabled 
lessons.



AS Level Mathematics

Please find below the delivery plan for AS Level Mathematics. In the vast majority of lessons 
over the next few weeks we will be revising content that we have already covered. During 
some lessons, which are highlighted on the plan, we will be undertaking evidence gathering 
tasks. All work covered in lessons will follow the adapted WJEC A Level Mathematics 
Specification for Unit 1 - Pure Mathematics and Unit 2 - Applied Mathematics.
 
Learners will need to undertake all evidence gathering tasks independently. They will, however, 
have access to material we have worked through in class. They will be made aware of the 
material they are allowed to access for each task so that they can take this into account when 
preparing.
 
Centre Determined Grades will be allocated to learners based on marks obtained in all tasks, 
taking into account the relevant weighting for each unit, as well as other valid evidence. Previous 
grade boundaries will be amended to take into consideration the conditions under which the 
tasks will be administered.



AS Maths Continued



AS Level Biology

Please find below the topics required for awarding the CDG for AS Level Biology. All work 
covered in lessons will follow the adapted WJEC A Level Biology Specification for Unit 1  and 
Unit 2. During lessons we will be assessing understanding and application by completing past 
paper assessments tasks. 
 
Learners will need to undertake all assessment tasks independently. They will, however, have 
access to material we have worked through in class. They will be made aware of the material they 
are allowed to access for each task so that they can take this into account when preparing.
 
Centre Determined Grades will be allocated to learners based on marks obtained in all tasks, 
taking into account the relevant weighting for each unit, as well as other valid evidence. Previous 
grade boundaries will be amended to take into consideration the conditions under which the 
tasks will be administered.



AS Level Chemistry

Please find below the topics required for awarding the CDG for AS Level Chemistry. All work 
covered in lessons will follow the adapted WJEC A Level Chemistry Specification for Unit 1  
and Unit 2. During lessons we will be assessing understanding and application by completing 
past paper assessments tasks. 

Learners will need to undertake all assessment tasks independently. They will, however, have 
access to material we have worked through in class. They will be made aware of the material they 
are allowed to access for each task so that they can take this into account when preparing.
Centre Determined Grades will be allocated to learners based on marks obtained in all tasks, 
taking into account the relevant weighting for each unit, as well as other valid evidence. Previous 
grade boundaries will be amended to take into consideration the conditions under which the 
tasks will be administered.



Advanced Skills Challenge Certificate / 
Welsh Baccalaureate

Learners in Year 12 will continue to work on their Skills Challenge Certificate for the 
remainder of Year 12. 

Currently they already have the Global Citizenship Challenge (worth 15% of their final grade) 
submitted for external moderation to the WJEC. Results for this challenge should be received 
back in school sometime in March 2021. 

Learners are currently working on their Enterprise and Employability Challenge (worth 20% 
of their final grade). Task 1 (Pen Portrait) and Task 3 (Destination Plan) should have been 
completed by the majority of learners during the Home Learning period. The remaining Task 
2 (Enterprise Innovation Proposal) will aim to be completed during the Summer Term. This 
challenge will be submitted for external moderation to the WJEC in January 2022.



AS Level Art & Design
During the Summer term the department will start to assess all of the work that the pupils 
have completed for their coursework unit since the start of year 12, up until the grade entry 
deadline.

 Pupils will be assessed on the 4 areas of learning set by the WJEC.

A01 – Written contextual research into artists, craftworkers, designers and chosen themes.
A02 – Experiments with a range of materials and techniques with in-depth evaluations.
A03 – Drawing and paintings from primary and secondary images in a range of media, 
            completed with annotations.
A04 – Final end products that link to the themes, designs and drawings created previously. 
 
These areas of learning will have been completed at numerous points during the coursework 
unit. When we assess the coursework portfolio, we will look at examples of the pupils’ work for 
a best fit to a grade descriptor. As a department we will then mark and cross moderate the pupils 
work in order to award the pupils’ final grade.



BTEC Level 3 Subsidary 
Diploma in  Music

All work for this qualification is internally assessed and externally moderated. Year 12 
will continue to complete assignment work for the units outlined below, as set out by the 
qualification specification, for the remainder of this year and, if required, into next academic 
year.

As outlined by Pearson’s qualification adaptations document, 10 Guided Learning Hours worth 
of units can be removed from assessment processes. This means one unit from those delivered in 
Year 12 or 13 will not be assessed.

The units currently being studied and due to be assessed in Year 12 are:

Unit 33: Working and Developing as a Musical Ensemble
Unit 36: Studying Music from Around the World
Unit 30: Pop Music In Practice

In Year 13, the remaining units to be delivered and assessed are:

Unit 23: Music Performance Techniques
Unit 24: Music Project
Unit 33: Solo Music Performance

A sample of learner work will be moderated in the 2021/22 academic year when learners are in 
Year 13.



AS Level Health & Social Care
and Childcare

GCE Health and Social care, and Childcare comprises two units in the AS level. Unit 1 
requires learners to develop their knowledge and understanding of Promoting Health and 
well-being with content covering:

• Definitions and concepts of health and well-being
• Understanding perspectives of health, well-being and resilience
• Supporting and promoting health, well-being and resilience in Wales

This content is being delivered to learners alongside unit 2, and will be assessed using Sample 
Assessment Material, provided by the WJEC, in the summer term. This will not be completed in 
one session as an “examination” but will be divided into sections to suit the needs of the learners. 
Regular consolidation of learning is recommended to learners in order to support this. 

Unit 2 - Learners were informed in November of the adaptations to Unit 2 NEA coursework 
set by the WJEC.  

Task 1 - there are no adaptions to this NEA. Learners are required to produce a report on 
how practitioners from the health and social care, and childcare sectors work together within 
legislative guidelines to promote outcome focused care. Learners completed this NEA in the 
Autumn term and are subject to minor improvements. 

Task 2 - part (f) of this NEA has been removed. Learners are required to provide information 
which would be of relevance to learners planning a future career in the health, social care, 
and/or childcare sectors. Learners have been working on this during the 2021 lockdown via 
synchronous and asynchronous learning, and will continue to do so until the deadline 30th 
April 2021. 

Centre determined grades will be based on a judgement of evidence across units 1 and 2, taking 
into consideration each learner’s evidence in relation to the grade descriptors provided by the 
WJEC.



AS Level Product Design
AS Product Design is made up of 2 units in year 12:
 
Unit 1 – Written examination assessing theory knowledge. This will no longer take place, but 
replaced with an internally assessed test in class using past paper and SAMs material from the 
exam board. All assessed topics will be communicated with learners prior to the test in order to 
allow them to revise effectively. The assessments for unit 1 will include a mix of:
• Technical principles
• Design and making principles
• Ability to analyse and evaluate design decisions and wider issues in Design & Technology
 
Unit 2 – NEA Design and Make task. This unit has been adapted due to the amount of physical 
time missed from the classroom. Learners will only need to create a model/prototype of their 
final design rather than manufacture it fully. Learners will receive a list of components which 
will be used to assess this unit prior to the assessment allowing them time to ensure all section 
are of their best quality.
 
Centre determined grades will be based on a judgement of evidence across units 3 and 4, taking 
into consideration each learner’s evidence in relation to the grade descriptors provided by the 
WJEC.



BTEC Level 3 Engineering
BTEC Level 3 is made up of 4 units of coursework completed over the two years:
 
Unit 1 – Written exam – Learners do not undertake this written examination until January 
2022. Learners will continue to learn theory content through the summer and autumn term in 
preparation.
 
Unit 2 – Coursework based unit made up of three assignments both written and practical. 
Learners started this unit in the autumn term before the national lockdown and will complete 
this unit through the summer term.
 
Unit 3 – Externally assessed controlled assessment task under examination conditions. This task 
does not take place until January 2022. Learners will prepare for this in the autumn term.
 
Unit 44 – Coursework based unit This will be completed in the spring term 2022.
 
Adaptations may be made by the exam board due to the time learners have missed but this has 
not yet been announced meaning this could be subject to change. Learners will be informed of 
any changes.



BTEC Level 3 National Diploma
Extended Certificate in Sport

For pupils in year 12 on both the Diploma (Double) and the Extended Certificate (Single) 
courses learners will continue to work on their units in accordance with the delivery plans for 
the rest of the academic year. The delivery plan has now been amended in line with the new 
Pearson guidelines and sampling requirements.
 
BTEC Extended Certificate in Sport (Single)
The units that need to be completed and will be assessed are listed below: (All units are subject 
to external sampling for quality assurance of assessment by the exam board.)
• Unit 1 (Completed by April) – Subject to sampling in the first window
• Unit 3, Unit 7 and Unit 2 (completed by the end of the academic year) – Subject to sampling at 
   a later date.
 Unit 1, unit 3 and unit 7 were started in September and the students have been provided with 
opportunities to continue to work on their current assignments throughout lockdown. When 
pupils return we will be continuing with the remaining assignments in these units and starting 
unit 2. It is essential that all students complete any outstanding work on these units as they are 
all compulsory units.
 
BTEC Diploma in Sport (Double)
The Diploma students need to complete the assessed units for the extended certificate 
alongside some additional units that are only completed by the diploma students. (Please also 
see details above for extended certificate)
• The additional units that will need to be assessed and could be subject to sampling are Unit 
6 and Unit 11 for this qualification. Unit 22 must be completed but will not be sampled in line 
with Pearson guidelines due to the practical elements of the unit.
• Unit 11 and unit 6 were started in September and the students have been provided with 
opportunities to continue to work on their assignments throughout lockdown. When pupils 
return we will be continuing with the remaining assignments in these units.

It is essential that students complete any outstanding work on these units as these will influence 
their final grades.



AS Level Geography
The AS Geography course comprises two units. 
Centre determined grades will be based on a judgement of evidence across units 1 and 2, taking 
into consideration each learner’s evidence in relation to the grade descriptors provided by the 
WJEC. 

Unit 1: Changing Physical and Human Landscapes
Section A: Glaciated Landscapes
Section B: Tectonic Hazards

Unit 2: Changing Places
Section A: Changing Places
Section B: Physical and Human FIeldwork Investigation

Due to the difficulties created by COVID the WJEC have reduced the requirement from 2 days 
fieldwork to 1 day. It is our intention to complete this after the Whitsun half term so as not to 
jeopardise evidence collection for other subjects.
Pupils will sit a series of assessments. They will have access to their own notes but no other 
material. No electronic devices can be used. Assessment will not be completed in one session as 
an ‘examination’ but will be divided into sections to suit the needs of learners following the plan 
outlined below.
As with all AS Geography assessment, place context is unfamiliar, ensuring the integrity of the 
assessment as knowledge, understanding and skills have to be applied.



AS Level Geography Continued



BTEC Level 3 Subsidary 
Diploma in Public Services

All work for this qualification is internally assessed and externally moderated. Year 12 
will continue to complete assignment work for the units outlined below, as set out by the 
qualification specification, for the remainder of this year and, if required, into next academic 
year.

As outlined by Pearson’s qualification adaptations document, 10 Guided Learning Hours worth 
of units can be removed from assessment processes. This means that the following units are still 
required to be assessed.

The units currently being studied and due to be assessed in Year 12 are:

Unit 1: Government, Policies and the Public Services
Unit 2: Leadership and Teamwork in the Public Services
Unit 5: Physical Preparation, Health and Lifestyle for the Public Services

In Year 13, the remaining unit to be delivered and assessed is:

Unit 3: Citizenship, Diversity and the Public Services.

A sample of learner work will be moderated in the 2021/22 academic year when learners are in 
Year 13.



AS Level Computer Science
There are 2 units in the AS Computer Science course:

Unit 1: Fundamentals of Computer Science (Written Exam - 62.5%)
Unit 2: Computational Thinking and Programming (On-Screen Exam - 37.5%)

Over the next few weeks, learners will be assessed on a range of topics from Units 1 & 2 which 
cover all the assessment objectives.  All tasks will be completed independently in timetabled 
lessons

Centre determined grades will be based on a ‘best fit’  judgement of all the evidence available 
across units 1 and 2, using the grade descriptors provided by the WJEC. 

Below is the assessment plan for GCSE Computer Science.  Please be aware that the plan is 
subject to change in the case of further disruption to learning:



GCSE Computer Science Continued



BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate
in Information Technology

BTEC Level 3 is made up of 4 units of coursework completed over the two years:
 
Unit 2: Creating Systems to Manage Information (On-Screen exam) – Learners are not required 
to sit the Unit 2 exam this year. Learners will continue to learn theory content through the 
summer.
 
Unit 3:  Using Social Media in Business (Coursework). Learners started this unit in the autumn 
term before the national lockdown and will complete this unit through the summer term ready 
for sampling next year.
 
Unit 1:  IT Systems (Written Exam) - This unit will be taught from September 2021 and assessed 
Summer 2022

Unit 5:  Data Modelling (Coursework) - This unit will be taught from September 2021 and 
assessed Summer 2022.
 
Adaptations may be made by the exam board due to the time learners have missed but this 
has not yet been announced meaning the above could be subject to change. Learners will be 
informed of any changes.



AS Level Religion, Philosophy & Ethics

There are two units in the A Level Religion, Philosophy & Ethics course
Unit 1 - An Introduction to the Study of Religion: Sikhism 
Unit 2 - An Introduction to Religion and Ethics and Philosophy of Religion.

Over the next 7 weeks after the Easter break, learners will undertake six assessed tasks based on 
the knowledge, skills and understanding they have acquired on Units 1 and 2. Both assessment 
objectives (AO1 and AO2) will need to be demonstrated and assessed. 



A2 Level Business Studies
Below are the assessment objectives for this specification. Learners must demonstrate their 
ability to:

AO1 - Demonstrate knowledge of terms, concepts, theories, methods and models to show an 
understanding of how individuals and organisations are affected by and respond to business 
issues.

AO2 - Apply knowledge and understanding to various business contexts to show how 
individuals and organisations are affected by and respond to issues.

AO3 - Analyse issues within business, showing an understanding of the impact on individuals 
and organisations of external and internal influences.

AO4 - Evaluate quantitative and qualitative information to make informed judgements and 
propose evidence-based solutions to business issues.

The above assessments will be completed in the classroom under controlled arrangements and 
form the basis of grades awarded and papers will be moderated both internally and externally. 
Supplementary evidence, including mocks and assessed work will be supportive evidence should 
a learners result be close to the grade boundary. 
Any learners who miss the above assessments due to COVID restrictions will be given a further 
opportunity to complete as part of contingency plan, but any learner who does not complete 
assessments will be awarded a grade based on mock exam and past paper questions completed 
during remote learning. 



A2 Level Business Studies 
Continued

The agreed tasks will allow learners to; 

 • develop an enthusiasm for studying business
 • gain an holistic understanding of business in a range of contexts
 • develop a critical understanding of organisations and their ability to meet society’s needs and 
    wants
 • understand that business behaviour can be studied from a range of perspectives
 • generate enterprising and creative approaches to business opportunities, problems and issues
 • be aware of the ethical dilemmas and responsibilities faced by organisations and individuals
 • acquire a range of relevant business and generic skills, including decision- making, problem      
   solving, the challenging of assumptions and critical analysis
 • apply numerical skills in a range of business contexts.



AS Level History
 Learners will be assessed on two units in the AS level History course:

Unit 1 - Revolution and New Ideas in Europe
They will be assessed on the content covered for this unit which includes: Europe 1815 - 56 and 
Italian Unification 1815 - 71.  Both assessments will be in the form of an extended essay question 
worth 30 marks.

Unit 2:  Pressure on the Monarchy and the drift to Civil War.
Assessments for this unit consist of source questions followed by an extended essay question. 

Completion of the two units will ensure learners will have covered all of the assessment 
objectives set out in the specification.  Learners will be fully prepared for the assessed tasks in 
the lessons prior and the tasks will be carried out in controlled ‘open book’ conditions.  Centre 
determined grades will be based on a ‘best fit’ judgement of all evidence available across these 
units, using the grade descriptors provided by the WJEC.  The timetable below shows the 
assessment plan for both units of work.  Please note this is a rough guide and subject to change, 
though class teachers will keep learners informed in advance wherever possible.



AS Level History Continued



Sociology
In Sociology the Centre Determined Grades will be based on internal assessments and 
learners can expect to be assessed on the perspectives in sociology and more specifically what 
these perspectives have to say about the role of education and family in society. The 3 AO’s as 
outlined in the Sociology AS Specification will be covered within the assessments based on 
Unit 1 and Unit 2 past papers. The perspectives that could be examined are:

Marxism
Functionalism
Postmodernism
Feminism
The new right
Interactionism

On top of these sociological perspectives students could be asked to explain differences in 
educational attainment between individual with regards to

Race and ethnicity
Class
Gender

Past paper questions based on Unit 1 and Unit 2 will be used to examine these areas and 
students can expect essay based questions which will allow them to demonstrate their 
knowledge and understanding.


