
 
21 October 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope you and your families are well.  
 
We would like to thank you for your continued support throughout probably the most disruptive half-term on 
record.  Please note that when we have a confirmed COVID 19 case and we have to send learners home, this 
is a decision that we do not take lightly, however, we have no choice because we have to follow and adhere to 
the guidance given by Public Health Wales.  

You would have heard the announcement from the Welsh Government about the new lockdown from 6.00pm 
on Friday 23 October through to Monday 9 November 2020.   

This means that: 

● Primary schools and special schools will re-open as normal after half term on Monday 2 November. 
● From Monday 2 November until Friday 6 November, secondary schools will be open for children in 

Years 7 and 8 only. 
● From Monday 2 November until Friday 6 November learners in Years 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 will continue 

their learning from home for that week.    
● Learners in Years 9-13 will return to school on Monday 9 November. 

Home Learning 
We would like all learners during the week of 2nd November to follow the format of the school day with their 
normal timetable at home. They will need to log onto their subject Google Classroom at the start of each lesson 
and follow the instructions given by the teacher. Learners have a copy of their timetable in their planner to 
follow and the times of the lessons are shown in the table below. A copy of each learners’ timetable has also 
been sent to their CCYD email. The Home Learning lessons will comprise of three different types of lesson: 
live lessons using Google Meet led by the teacher, pre-recorded audio/video instructions from the teacher and 
written instructions for self-study periods. Whilst we are using Google Classroom as our platform for learning 
and home contact, your child will also be expected in some lessons to complete paper-based tasks in booklets 
or worksheets, which your child will have brought home. For those learners who have been at home in the 
week leading up to half term, these paper-based tasks are being posted home to them. The times of the lessons 
are as follows: 

 

Lesson 1 8:30 to 9:30am All years 

Lesson 2 9:30 to 10:30am All years 

Break Time 10:30 to 10:50am Years 7,9,12,13 

Tutor Time 10:50 to 11:10am Years 7,9,12,13 

Tutor Time 10:30 to 10.50am Years 8,10,11 

Break Time 10:50 to 11:10am Years 8,10,11 

Lesson 3 11:10 to 12:10pm All years 

Lesson 4 12:10 to 1:10pm All years 

Lunch  1:10 to 1:40pm All years 

Lesson 5 1:40 to 2:40pm All years 

 
 
 



 
 
Examinations and Wellbeing 
The announcement by the Minister for Education about examinations for the summer 2021 has been further 
delayed and will not be announced until the week beginning 9 November. We have heard mix messages but 
until we have a confirmed response, we are not happy to speculate. Again, we are very aware of the impact 
this has on our learners and their wellbeing. 
 
We also appreciate the impact for our older learners on losing another week of school in November. I would 
like to reassure you that our pastoral team will be available throughout that week, as well as their teachers to 
support them. Wellbeing phone calls will be made to offer those at home support.  Again, if you have any issues 
or concerns please contact the pastoral team.  
 
During Tutor Time periods your child’s Form Tutor will be available each day through the Form Google 
Classroom via the chat function or through Google Meet for a wellbeing catch up. It would help if you could 
encourage your child to follow the routine of the normal timetable and work at home between the hours of 8.30 
to 2.40. This will help them to maintain the continuity in their learning; it will also help to provide structure and 
routine to their day. 
 
 
Free School Meals 
Free school meal deliveries will continue over half-term and will also be provided for those in Year 9 and above 
for the week beginning 2 November. This will be organised by BCBC. 
 
I trust this letter will answer any concerns that you may have. We will continue to keep you updated of any 
changes once any announcements are made. Thank you for your continued support in keeping your child safe 
and hopefully the firebreak lockdown will have an impact. We are very proud of what have we achieved 
throughout this half term and the commitment shown by all staff throughout a difficult and testing time. We are 
especially proud of our learners and the way they have conducted themselves throughout this period. Whilst 
in lessons they have been engaged and shown great resilience and a positive attitude. We cannot 
underestimate the impact that this is having on them. 
 
I hope you and your family will have a safe and enjoyable half term break. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Tracey Wellington  
 

 
 
 

 


