
Lesson 9 

 

 

THE HOUSE DOG AND THE WOLF BY GAIL TERP 2015 

 

Aesop was a slave and story-teller who was believed to have lived in ancient Greece 
between 620 and 560 BCE. This story is part of his collection of tales known as “Aesop’s 
Fables,” which has influenced modern storytelling culture. 

 

As you read this classic story, take notes about the things that are worth 
sacrif ic ing for. 

 

It had been a long and miserable winter for Wolf. His hunting had not gone well for many 
weeks and his ribs were nearly sticking through his skin. 

One night, as Wolf was out seeking something to eat, he met a house dog. 

“You are looking very well, Cousin,” said Wolf. “Here I am, near starvation, and you are 
clearly well-fed. What is your secret?” “Oh, there is no secret,” said Dog. “I simply have a 
wonderful job. I guard my master’s house and keep away any thieves. In return, he treats 
me very well.” 

“Lucky for you! If only I had it so easy. For me, life is a constant struggle.” 

“But you can have this grand life, too,” said Dog. “Just travel with me to my master’s house 
and help me keep the thieves away.” 

“Happily,” said Wolf. “I’d love to have a belly full of food for a change.” 

While they were trotting along together, Wolf spotted a mark on Dog’s neck. Curious, he 
asked what had caused it. 

“Oh, that’s nothing much,” replied Dog. “Perhaps my collar was a little tight.” 

“You wear a collar?” Wolf backed away from Dog. 

“That’s nothing to worry about," said Dog. "I wear a collar so my master can hook my chain 
to it." 

“You are chained?” cried Wolf in surprise. “You mean you are not free to go wherever you 
please?” 

“Not exactly,” said the dog, looking embarrassed. “You see, my master thinks I’m a bit wild 
and so he ties me up in the daytime. But he lets me run free at night.” 

Wolf backed a few more steps away from Dog. 

“Wolf, it’s a good deal,” said Dog. “I get plenty of sleep during the day, and then I am free at 
night. I am my master's favourite and he feeds me very well.” 

Wolf turned and started to walk toward the forest. 

“But wait, where are you going?” cried Dog. 

“Good night to you, poor Cousin,” said Wolf. “You are welcome to your grand life—and your 



chains. As for me, I will keep my freedom.” 

Moral: Lean freedom is better than fat slavery. 

 

 

The House Dog and the Wolf: Text-focused Questions: 

1. PART A: What is Dog’s opinion of his own life? Use evidence to explain your ideas. 

A. Dog is upset that he is a slave to his master.  

B. Overall, Dog is happy with his situation in life.  

C. Dog envies Wolf’s freedom.  

D. Dog feels that his life is better than Wolf’s.  

 

2. PART A: When Wolf turns to leave Dog, what is the tone of his closing line in paragraph 
18? 

Explain the reason for your answer. 

A. Sad and disappointed 

 B. Sympathetic and concerned  

C. Judgmental and disapproving  

D. Elated and joyful  

 

3. Do you agree with the moral of this story, “Lean freedom is better than fat slavery”? 
Explain your answer.  

 

Writing task: ‘Freedom is more important than security.’  How far do you agree with this 
statement? Use evidence from this text, your own life, or other art or literature. Use 
DAFOREST. If you wish, extend this writing task so it is like a GCSE essay (around 350 
words). 


